Cangre£(£f of tf)e Winittij States
Masljington, 20C 20510
July 18,2019

The Honorable Tara Sweeney
Assistant Secretary, Indian Affairs
U.S. Department ofthe Interior
Mail Stop 3648
1849 C Street NW

Washington D.C. 20240
Dear Assistant Secretary Sweeney,

On July 10,2019, we met with Bureau ofIndian Education(BIE)Director Tony Dearman. During
that meeting, we discussed our continued efforts to address the concerns about abuse, fraud, and

mismanagement at Chemawa Indian School in Salem, Oregon. We have sought to make sure that
all students receive an academically rigorous and culturally informed education, are safe at school,
and have access to health care and mental health care services. Based on our conversations with

Director Dearman, we write to request an updated map of the campus and clarification about the
jurisdiction of every agency and law enforcement authority responsible for each part of the
campus.

We have held several meetings at Chemawa Indian School (Chemawa) with Director Dearman,
Chemawa administrators, and tribal leaders from the federally recognized tribes in Oregon. The
House Committee on Natural Resources held an oversight hearing to investigate the health and
safety risks of Native children at BIE boarding schools. In addition, our offices have continued to
engage in conversations with stakeholders regarding the future of Chemawa. However,the lack of
certain basic information makes it difficult to have a productive conversation about how to address
the challenges the school faces.

One piece of information that we seek is a current map of the school's areas and boundaries. The
1966 Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) map is not accurate. Since this map was created, pieces of
the original property have been transferred, buildings have been razed, and roads have been built.

An accurate map is essential to tracking the money made on external business ventures,
maintaining the facilities and cemetery which have fallen into disrepair, aird determining longterm solutions for school and its students.

To better inform discussions regarding the management of Chemawa, we ask that you provide our
offices with the following information:

• An up-to-date map of the Chemawa Indian School property and its boundaries.
• A com^prehensive accounting of v/hich agency manages each part ofthe Chemawa campus,

including establishing ownership and trust status of the underlying property as well as all
individual facilities on the property.

• A comprehensive accounting of each agency's authorities over land and activities at
Chemawa,including authorities to lease the billboards, cell tower, and Christmas tree farm,
and to place ceremonial objects.
• A comprehensive summary of the origins and nature of the law enforcement agreement
between Chemawa and Marion County for the provision oflaw enforcement services at the
school and on the campus grounds.
This matter is of the utmost urgency and we request that you provide the requested information
within 45 days.

Sincerely,

4.rUL
trey ATMerkley

Ron Wyden

United States Senator

United States Senator

Kurt Schrader

Suzame Bonamici

Member of Congress

Member of Congress

Ksi^

CC: Director Dearman

