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Subject: Analysis of Immunity in Compelled Statements of Public Employees 

Executive Summary: 

Officer involved use of force events where death or serious physical injury occur are tragic 
events that deeply impact individuals, family members and the community. In Multnomah 
County when a law enforcement officer is involved in the use of force and either death or serious 
physical injury occur an immediate criminal investigation of the involved police officer(s) 
conduct begins. 

Across the country, the public sees events surrounding an officers use of force that erode the 
public's faith in the criminal justice system's ability to conduct a fair and independent 
investigation. The public questions, now more than ever, the independence of those 
investigating the conduct of the officers and those conducting the prosecution review of the 
event. Officer involved use of deadly force investigations are complex and involve the 
intersection of a number of important concepts including the need for a complete and thorough 
investigation, a fair and impartial assessment of the law and facts, the public's undeniable 
interest in ensuring responsible transparency in police work, employment implications to the 
involved officer(s) and the constitutional rights of the involved officer(s). It is important to 
understand the law and the process of how investigations into these extremely important 
situations occur and what appropriate options are available for policy makers concerning the 
investigation of the use of force. 

Whenever an officer involved use of force event occurs that results in death or serious physical 
injury and the scene has been secured, police will notify the District Attorney's Office. Where a 
death has occurred, Oregon statutes provide that "[t]he district medical examiner and the district 
attorney for the county where death occurs ... shall be responsible for the investigation of all 
deaths requiring investigation. ORS 146.095(1). Further, '[d]eath investigations shall be under 
the direction of the district medical examiner and the district attorney for the county where the 
death occurs. ORS 146.100(1). 






















