
February 27, 2020  
 
 
Delivered via Email 
 
 
Hon. Ted Wheeler  
Mayor of Portland  
 
Hon. Amanda Fritz  
Portland City Commissioner, Position 1 
 
Hon. JoAnn Hardesty  
Portland City Commissioner, Position 3  
 
Hon. Chloe Eudaly  
Portland City Commissioner, Position 4  
 
Portland City Hall  
1221 S.W. Fourth Avenue  
Portland, Oregon 97204  
 
Re: Hayes v. City of Portland  
 
Dear Mayor Wheeler and City Commissioners:  
 
Late yesterday the Portland Mercury reported on a disturbing turn of events in a 
pending case between the City of Portland and the estate of Quanice Hayes. As you 
already know, Quanice Hayes was a 17-year-old black kid who was shot multiple 
times with an AR-15 rifle by a Portland police officer. As reported by the Portland 
Mercury, attorneys for the City of Portland are now arguing that Quanice Hayes and 
his mother, Venus Hayes, are ultimately responsible for his death because of their 
negligence.  
 
First, that argument is disgusting, oppressive, and polarizing – only serving the 
interest of creating deeper rifts between vulnerable communities and the city that is 
meant to serve them. Quanice Hayes’ story is not unique but is rather representative 
of many of the young people struggling to find their way in this city that we should be 
uplifting – not beating down. Venus Hayes’ story is not unique but is rather 
representative of many parents in this city burdened with the weight of providing for 
their families in an environment where they struggle to find an affordable place to 
live and a job that pays them a livable wage.  
 
The ugly history of state-sponsored racism, discrimination, and violence against 
communities of color in this city can’t be erased, but we can start doing better today. 



We can’t let our city’s collective missed opportunities to do the right thing continue to 
define Portland’s present or future. We must commit to go further and be better as a 
city – together.  
 
The City Attorney was not elected by the voters of Portland – you were. You all are 
empowered to stop this attack on a mother who is still, and always will be, mourning 
the tragic loss of her son. This must end today. We shouldn’t have to wait on Judge 
Acosta to deliver a ruling on something as wrong-headed as this.  
 
You should direct the City Attorney to voluntarily withdraw this ludicrous argument 
today. You should also direct the City Attorney to work with Quanice Hayes’ estate 
to quickly resolve the broader case so that true community healing can begin. 
 
We need more opportunities to come together for what’s right, not less. Let’s start 
here; let’s start today.   
 
In Solidarity,  
 
 
Loretta Smith  
Candidate, Portland City Council, Position 2  
loretta@votelorettasmith.com  
 
Sarah Iannarone  
Candidate, City of Portland Mayor  
sarah@sarah2020.com  
 
Carmen Rubio  
Candidate, Portland City Council, Position 1  
carmen@carmenforportland.com  
 
Sam Adams 
Candidate, Portland City Council, Position 4  
sam@samadamspdx.com  
 


