
February 4, 2020 

The Honorable Ellen Rosenblum 
Oregon Attorney General 
1162 Court Street NE 
Salem, OR 97301 

Dear Attorney General Rosenblum: 

KATE BROWN 

Governor 

On January 30, 2020, I received a letter from Deputy Attorney General Fred Boss advising me that 
the Bar suspension of Wasco County District Attorney Eric Nisley creates a vacancy in that office, 
effective February 10, 2020. Because the Wasco County District Attorney's Office will not have a 
District Attorney authorized to exercise the powers of the office, to preserve the authority of the 
office I am compelled to direct you to discharge the responsibilities of the Wasco County District 
Attorney starting February I 0, 2020, until I appoint a successor or one is lawfully elected. 

The above direction has been made in the discharge of my constitutional duty under Article V, 
section l 0, of the Oregon Constitution (to "take care that the Laws be faithfully executed"). The 
direction also was made pursuant to ORS 180.060 ("The Attorney General shall * * * appear for the 
state, when required by the Governor * * * in any couit * * * in any cause * * * in which the state is 
a patty"); 180.070 ("The Attorney General may, when directed to do so by the Governor, take full 
charge of any investigation or prosecution * * *"); 180.080 ("when directed by the Governor, the 
Attorney General shall attend * * * any term of court, or appear before the grand jury * * * for the 
purpose of managing or conducting the criminal action or proceeding specified"); 180.090 ("In 
making investigations of or special prosecutions for violations of the criminal laws***, the 
Attorney General may call upon * * * any * * * peace officer or department for assistance"); and 
180.240 ("The Attorney General and the Department of Justice shall have the same powers and 
prerogatives * * * as the district attorneys have in their respective counties"). 

I direct that you manage and conduct criminal investigations and actions, and that you appear on 
behalf of the state in each and every state criminal prosecution or grand jury proceeding within the 
jurisdiction of the Circuit Court for Wasco County that will be pending as of February 10, 2020, or 
that has or will become pending after that date. I further request that you rely upon your assistants, 
special assistants, or deputy district attorneys who have been authorized or directed by you or one of 
your assistants to appear on behalf of the state in these matters. 

Sincerely, 

Governor Kate Brown 
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