
 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

Date:   December 3, 2014 
 

To:   Commissioner Amanda Fritz 
 

From:   Portland Parks Board  
 

RE:   Final Recommendations for Expansion of Smokefree Portland Parks Policies 
 

 

The Portland Parks Board recommends the City of Portland expand its existing parks 

smoking policies. Currently, Director Park, Pioneer Courthouse Square and the portion of the South 

Park Blocks that fall on Portland State University property are smokefree. Smoking is also prohibited within 

25 feet of any play structure, picnic table or designated children’s play area. The Portland Parks Board puts 

forward these recommendations to: 
 

 Be consistent with PP&R’s mission: “Healthy Parks, Healthy Portland.” 
 

 Reduce exposure of Portland residents and visitors, especially children and youth, to smoking and 

tobacco use to protect their health, and discourage them from starting a habit that is difficult to quit. 
 

 Protect parks and natural areas from potential risk of fires. 
 

 Protect parks and natural areas from environmental degradation caused by littering of cigarette 

butts and other tobacco-related waste. 
 

 Support individuals who are trying to quit smoking or have already quit. 
 

 Allow smoking of noncommercial tobacco products for ceremonial purposes in spaces 

designated for traditional ceremonies in accordance with the American Indian Religious Freedom 

Act, 42 U.S.C. 1996, as well as for similar ceremonial uses by other cultural groups. 

“Noncommercial tobacco products” means unprocessed tobacco plants or tobacco by-products 

used for ceremonial or spiritual purposes by American Indians. 
 

 Support the Portland Plan’s Healthy Connected City integrated strategy. 

 

The Portland Parks Board’s policy recommendations for expansion of the City’s smokefree parks are 

as follows: 
 

 All City parks, recreation areas and natural areas will be smokefree.  
 

 City golf courses and Portland International Raceway will have designated smoking areas. These 

designated smoking areas will be phased out in three years. 
 

 Products containing tobacco in any form, including but not limited to: bidis, cigarettes, cigars, 

cigarillos, kreteks, hookah, pipes, chew, snuff and smokeless tobacco will be prohibited. The use of 

e-cigarettes, nicotine vaporizers, nicotine liquid, and marijuana will also be prohibited.  
 

 The smokefree parks policy will be adopted in May 2015 to coincide with World No Tobacco Day. 

 

The City of Portland has the opportunity to support tobacco control efforts taking place in our community 

and around the state by expanding its parks smoking policies. In doing so, Portland would join 64 other 

cities, counties, and other jurisdictions such as Metro across Oregon which have established smokefree 

parks policies and have chosen to put the health of their communities at the forefront.  

 

The Portland Parks Board, a 15-person group appointed by the Portland City Council to advise the Council, 

the serving Parks Commissioner, and the Portland Parks & Recreation Bureau on policy, represents the 

diversity of the community. 


