2018 LOCAL CONTENT AND SERVICE
REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY

“OPB remains a trusted source for
news and information, and a mental
break from the hustle and bustle. ”
– Ashley, Hood River

OPB: giving voice to the community, connecting
Oregon and its neighbors, illuminating a wider world.

LOCAL
VALUE

2018 KEY
SERVICES

LOCAL
IMPACT

OPB serves our community
with public service
journalism that connects us
to the rich and important
stories of our region—
stories that would not be
told elsewhere. We provide
in-depth, trusted news and
award-winning stories that
can be accessed anywhere,
at any time on OPB TV,
OPB Radio, opb.org and
on a variety of digital and
social media platforms.

OPB places special
emphasis on creating
content that features the
people, places and issues
of importance to those
in the Northwest. Our
newsroom expands across
the region, from southern
Washington to southern
Oregon, to deliver in-depth
reporting in news, arts and
culture; and science and
environment.

OPB is a nationally
recognized leader in
public media, providing
news, information and
entertainment to the
Northwest. With awardwinning journalists and
original series, we inform
and entertain. We engage
with communities across
our region to spark curiosity
and further exploration
about what it means to live
in our unique region.
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IN THE COMMUNITY
In 2018, we focused our storytelling and reporting in three major
areas: news, the environment, and arts and culture.

•

Spoke with a family about their experience with homelessness
for nearly a year in Portland, where more than 4,000 people
are homeless according to the latest “point in time” count by
government officials.

•

Celebrated 10 years on the air with special live show in
Portland and a look forward at what the next 10 years have in
store for the region (see page 4 for details).

News
Comprised of an award-winning, seasoned staff of journalists
across Oregon and southern Washington, OPB delivers local and
regional news coverage daily, while also reporting on national and
international stories that have an impact on the region. As public
service journalists, we provide the facts to enable people to make
their own informed decisions about their lives and communities.
Some of our major news series and initiatives from 2018 include:
•

Comprehensive coverage of major political races and issues
leading up to the November 2018 midterm elections (see page
5 for details).

•

A multipart series that uncovered health and safety issues at
Portland’s largest shelter for homeless families with children,
and the ways in which the city of Portland tried, and failed, to
provide shelter beds for all its children despite the county’s
“no-turn-away” policy.

•

Several national partnerships, including: the Corporation for
Public Broadcasting-funded public media collaborative “Opioid
Crisis: The Ripple Effect;” the start of “Guns in America,” a
two-year reporting collaborative in which OPB welcomed a
new reporter to its journalism staff; and “Bundyville,” a sevenpart podcast series and co-production with Long Reads
hosted by Journalist Leah Sottile that was selected for Apple’s
“Best of 2018” roundup of the year’s top podcasts.

In 2018, OPB continued to deliver its daily email newsletter, OPB
First Look, giving readers convenient access to the day’s top news
headlines right in their inbox. OPB also continued playing a central
role in the regional news ecosystem with our Northwest News
Partnership, which brings together news coverage from more than
50 news organizations across Oregon and Washington.
Our OPB Politics Now weekly podcast continued to deliver to its
online and mobile subscribers, taking a deep dive into the hottest
political topics in the Northwest. Every Friday, OPB’s political
reporters and special guests offer in-depth analysis, discussion and
insight into candidates, events and issues.
Think Out Loud, an engaging OPB original daily radio program
and podcast, has established itself as the centerpiece for our
region’s coverage of politics and civic and cultural life. Think Out
Loud explores issues, ideas, culture and news and encourages
people with different perspectives to discuss various topics with
one another. In 2018, Think Out Loud:
•

Science & Environment
In late 2018, OPB retired its EarthFix partnership, a collaboration
of Northwest public media organizations led by OPB that
expanded environmental reporting across the Northwest.
This body of reporting now operates as part of OPB’s larger
Science & Environment team, which is made up of OPB
reporters, producers and editors—including those from our
award-winning Oregon Field Guide program. The team unites
all of OPB’s collective resources—online, on OPB Radio and on
OPB TV—to cover the most comprehensive and consequential
science and environment stories unfolding in our own backyards.
In 2018, the team produced several enterprising series and
reports, including in-depth coverage of a dangerous wildfire
season, which launched a series of investigative reports, online
stories and television features that re-examined how we approach
wildfires and wildfire science. The team probed the potential
for eel grass and kelp to help buffer our local shellfish economy
against the impacts of climate-related ocean acidification, and
examined an endangered bog lily species hiding along Oregon’s
southern coast. Throughout the year, our reporters garnered
national attention as their stories were carried by NPR, PBS, AP
and other national and regional reporting outlets.
Oregon Field Guide is an OPB original television series
delivering smart and informed coverage of environmental,
geological, ecological and outdoor recreation topics, while
providing audiences a window into the beauty of the Northwest.
This long-running show is one of the most-watched original series
in the public broadcasting system.
Last year, Oregon Field Guide took viewers on memorable
journeys across the region, including the exploration of one of
the last, best refuges for the burrowing owl in a former chemical
weapons depot. They also tracked a new effort to locate and
identify every bee species in Oregon, joined tribal members and
recreational paddlers along a treasured 140-mile water trail down
the Columbia River, skied across central Oregon backcountry,
and reported on Northwest species that have adapted to—and in
some cases depended on—wildfires for survival.

Explored the changing demographics of Oregon, where the
population is expected to become about 45 percent nonwhite within the next 40 years. The show discussed the issues
facing Washington County’s communities of color and their
hopes for Oregon’s future.
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Arts & Culture
State of Wonder, OPB’s weekly arts and culture radio show,
features interviews and reporting on the latest in visual arts,
theater, music, literature, culture and more. It brings audiences
the week’s show-stopping stories, ideas and must-see
happenings; and has frank conversations about the economic,
social and political currents shaping the creative economy. The
show is playful, lighthearted and sometimes irreverent; pointed,
curious and informative.
In 2018, State of Wonder covered a range of arts topics,
including: gender and the built environment; the work of artists of
color in theater, music, poetry and other disciplines; the search for
new arts leadership in Portland; and recent closures and merger
talks for a number of arts and higher education institutions.

archives. The program also incorporates OPB’s own film and video
resources and the expertise of some of Oregon’s finest historians.
Each episode features captivating characters—both familiar and
forgotten—who have played key roles in building our state.
Last year, Oregon Experience recounted the historical significance
of the Fort Vancouver National Historic Site in Washington state,
and its role in shaping the culture of the Pacific Northwest. Prior to
the film’s release on OPB TV and online at opb.org/FortVancouver,
in May OPB hosted a public screening event at the historic Kiggins
Theatre in downtown Vancouver that drew more than 300 people
and featured a panel discussion with site experts.
Also in 2018, in collaboration with Oregon State University, Oregon
Experience looked back on the 150-year history of the state’s
largest university (see page 4 for details).

In addition to producing narrative features, in-depth interviews,
and engaging profiles, State of Wonder continued to distinguish
itself as a breaking news source in the arts. In May, they broke
news of a city Auditor’s report on the Regional Arts and Culture
Council (RACC) that outlined the fracture lines between RACC’s
relationship with the city. Examining how Portland’s real estate
crisis has affected the creative community, State of Wonder
produced an hour-long report of city council’s effort to preserve
Creative Space, plus reports on the boldest gambits launched to
assuage the cost of work and performance space.

At opbmusic.org, listeners can stream audio from our 24/7
music channel, join conversations, find interviews, read reviews
of concerts and albums and watch performances of hundreds of
studio and sound-check sessions. In 2018, opbmusic partnered
with local venues and studios around Portland to record sessions
in the community, hosting artists that include rising folk singer
Haley Heynderickx and rock band Black Belt Eagle Scout—both
of whom were chosen for Slingshot, a project of NPR Music and
VuHaus partner stations to elevate the national profile of the most
exciting up-and-coming artists in the public radio system.

Last year, State of Wonder paid tribute to the late author Ursula
K. Le Guin, who died in January. In addition to providing full
coverage at the time of her passing, in June they dedicated an
entire show to her life and legacy.

Among its major partnerships, opbmusic joined Oregon City
Brewing to host “Rocktoberfest,” a free, day-long concert in
September to coincide with the launch of a special opbmusic
Chart Hopper IPA beer. It also collaborated with jazz station
KMHD on a studio recording of hip-hop artists Blossom and
Ripley Snell. opbmusic continued its ongoing partnerships with
community radio station KMUZ-FM, where listeners can hear
opbmusic on terrestrial radio overnight, and nonprofit digital
music video service VuhHaus. At VuHaus.com/Portland, viewers
can stream more than 200 videos representing the Northwest’s
vibrant indie music scene.

Oregon Art Beat is another award-winning OPB original
television series that profiles artists, musicians and artisans from
around the region. Show producers and crew have traveled
extensively to capture the eclectic mix of creative talent in the
Northwest. The program features stunning show-opening
sequences, on location reporting, thematic episodes and music
videos from popular local artists.
Last year, Art Beat took viewers backstage with of one of
Portland’s oldest African-American theater companies, joined film
composer Mark Orton in his studio, explored art outdoors in the
Portland Japanese and Lan Su Chinese gardens, and profiled
writer Elizabeth Woody, who was the first Native American to be
named Oregon’s poet laureate.
In April, Art Beat took a deep dive into the world of abstract
painter Mark Rothko, to explore his life and work, and his Oregon
roots (see page 4 for details).
Oregon Experience is an OPB original television history series
that explores Oregon's rich past and helps all of us—from natives
to newcomers—gain a better understanding of the historical,
social and political fabric of our state. Co-produced with the
Oregon Historical Society, the series draws upon the Society’s
skilled researchers and extensive photography and moving-image

In March, opbmusic celebrated 10 years on the air with a special
anniversary concert at the the Crystal Ballroom in Portland.
Featuring Portland bands Natasha Kmeto and Kelli Schaefer,
the event was headlined by the powerhouse duo The Helio
Sequence.
KMHD Jazz Radio is a community radio station showcasing
the best of the jazz spectrum. Operated by OPB and licensed to
Mount Hood Community College, KMHD has been a staple of
the Portland jazz scene for the last 25 years. KHMD champions
jazz performances and education to ensure that this uniquely
American art form continues to thrive in our region.
In 2018, KMHD interviewed local artists, and supported various
partner projects and initiatives including: the PDX Jazz, Cathedral
Park and Soul’d Out music festivals, PDX Jazz’s education
initiative “Jazz in the Schools,” and its first ever co-production
with YGB Portland.
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Think Out Loud at 10
To celebrate a decade of fascinating discussions on the air, Think
Out Loud kicked off a year-long series “TOL10” with a live show in
Portland that featured personal, one-on-one interviews with Host
Dave Miller and notable Oregonians to share how the last decade
has changed them.
Following the Portland event, throughout 2018, the series
continued on OPB Radio and online with a look ahead to what
some of the biggest issues of the next decade will be. Featuring
live conversations, “TOL10” visited communities across the state
to hear their perspectives on changing demographics in
Washington County (the most rapidly diversifying county in
Oregon), the tensions between state, local and federal control
of government in Josephine County, a personal journey through
homelessness in Portland, and the behind-the-scenes work
that makes fighting the West Coast’s increasingly common and
powerful forest fires possible.

Oregon Art Beat Special Examines Rothko
In April, Oregon Art Beat took viewers into the world of one of
America’s most celebrated postwar painters, Mark Rothko.
“Rothko: Life Beyond the Abstract” follows the story of the artist’s
life, from his childhood selling newspapers in Portland, to finding
his peer group of artists in New York—including Jackson Pollock
and Willem de Kooning—to his transformational work helping birth
a new, uniquely American art form.
In advance of its premiere on OPB TV and online, the 45-minute
special was screened in partnership with the Portland Art
Museum’s Northwest Film Center. The event drew more than 250
people, including members of the Rothko family, who were among
the participants in a personal Q&A that followed the film.

Oregon Experience’s “Oregon State University”
In June, Oregon Experience explored the long history of Oregon
State University (OSU), Oregon’s largest university. The one-hour
documentary takes an in-depth look at OSU’s enduring legacy—
from its early years as a land-grant college offering an affordable
education to the masses, to its continued impact today. OSU
now conducts cutting-edge research projects around the world in
technology, natural resources, marine sciences and more.
OPB partnered with OSU for their 150th anniversary celebration,
hosting public screenings of “Oregon State University” at OSU’s
campuses in Bend and Corvallis in advance of the release on OPB
TV and online at opb.org/OSU.
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•

At opb.org and on social media, visitors could access the
full range of OPB’s multimedia election coverage and stories,
including a digital ballot guide, a series of animated videos
on ballot measures and more.

•

Listeners tuned into Think Out Loud on OPB Radio and
online for important candidate interviews and debates.

•

Each Friday, the OPB Politics Now podcast gave listeners
the inside scoop on local, regional and national issues
leading up to election day and its aftermath.

•

OPB’s daily email newsletter, First Look, delivered the day’s
can’t miss news stories directly to reader’s inboxes.

OPB Delivers Comprehensive 2018
Election Coverage

•

In October, more than 117,000 OPB members in Oregon
received a special edition of our monthly Primetime guide
that featured an election guide, resources and more.

In the 2018 midterm election year, OPB’s public
service mission to provide trusted, independent
journalism came even more squarely into focus.

•

On November 6, OPB presented live coverage and results
for local, regional and national races on OPB Radio, OPB TV
and online at opb.org/results.

Last year, Oregon and Washington residents faced big decisions
at the ballot box. In Oregon, the governor’s race proved to be
one of the most expensive and closely watched in state history.
Washington and southern Oregon congressional races were hotly
contested as democrats sought to regain control of the U.S.
House. Oregon statewide measures asked voters to consider big
changes to abortion funding, immigration and tax policy, while
local measures in 10 counties considered whether to give their
sheriffs more power in regard to the second amendment.
Throughout the year, OPB’s growing team of reporters provided
comprehensive and in-depth election coverage in a variety of
ways to help keep the community better informed, connected
and engaged:

Clear, competent reporting without an
agenda, delivered by top-notch reporters and
commentators.
– Pat, Albany
Hearing about [Gov. Kate Brown’s] childhood
upbringing, academic paths, detours and
successes gives me a window into their political
vision. I look forward to hearing more!
– Christine A.
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SUMMARY

Growing for the Future
OPB’s mission of providing independent journalism
and powerful storytelling has never been more vital.
In 2018, OPB made several investments in staff, infrastructure and
technology to help grow our public service for the future:
•

In an era when newsrooms around the country are shrinking,
we have expanded our team of award-winning journalists
and added new reporters covering breaking news, firearm
culture; and race, identity and the changing demographics
of the Northwest. We also brought on a new bureau chief
covering our central Oregon region.

•

We began significant construction upgrades to our
headquarters in Portland to create additional studio spaces
to enable the production of even more in-depth stories and

"In an age like ours, truth and civility are important."

programs. Our building renovation will also help us continue

– Roger, Beaverton

to be a vibrant hub to bring the community together for
conversations, events and programs.

"I give to help ensure OPB can continue to provide fair,
balanced, well-researched news reporting—as well
as informational, touching, and humorous programs

•

We made several technology enhancements to ensure the
communities we serve have the greatest degree of access to
our news and content.

that I listen to in the radio, at my work desk, while
cleaning house, and generally everywhere."
–– Tanya, Lake Oswego

OPB by the Numbers
OPB reaches an average of one million people per week
in Oregon and southern Washington on OPB TV and OPB
Radio combined.
OPB.org averages more than 1.5 million page views per
month, including an average of more than 107,000 site
visits on watch.opb.org per month and 939,000 live audio
streams per month.
OPB’s weekly e-newsletter OPB Insider connects its more
than 105,000 subscribers each week to all things related to
OPB content and community, while OPB First Look, a daily

e-newsletter from the OPB newsroom, provides updates on
top news headlines to 11,900 subscribers.
OPB has more than 160,000 OPB Facebook fans, 98,000
Twitter followers and 13,000 Instagram followers.
Last year, more than 500 volunteers donated more than
19,000 hours of service to OPB.
OPB is generously supported by more than 148,000
members who provide nearly two-thirds of our funding.
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